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SUBJECT:TRAVEL DOCUMENTATION FOR VIETNAMESE DEPENDENTS 
OF PERSONNEL BEING ASSIGNED ABROAD 

1. DEPT. OF STATE HAS RECEIVED NUMEROUS INQUIRIES RECENT- 
LY ABOUT TRAVEL DOCUMENTATION FOR VIETNAMESE DEPENDENTS OF 
MILITARY PERSONNEL BEING REASSIGNED ABROAD. FOLLOWING 
GUIDELINES SHOULD BE DISSEMINATED AS WIDELY AS POSSIBLE 

FOR USE OF MILITARY PERSONNEL COUNSELORS, PASSPORT OFFI- 
CIALS, ETC. 

2. PASSPORTS ISSUED BY FORMER GOVERNMENT OF REPUBLIC OF 
VIET-NAM WILL BE OF LIMITED VALUE FOR TRAVEL PURPOSES, 

SINCE THEIR VALIDITY FOR TRAVEL ABROAD IS DETERMINED BY 
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THE WILLINGNESS OF THIRD COUNTRY GOVERNMENTS TO ACCEPT 
THEM. AS MORE AND MORE NATIONS RECOGNIZE THE NEW REGIME 
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IN SOUTH VIET-NAM, THEY CAN BE EXPECTED TO CEASE RECOGNIZ- 
ING PASSPORTS ISSUED BY THE FORMER VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT. 
AT THE SAME TIME IT IS UNLIKELY THAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT IN 
SAIGON WILL EXTEND OR HONOR PASSPORTS ISSUED BY THE FORMER 
GOVERNMENT. 

3. VIETNAMESE NATIONALS SHOULD, HOWEVER, RETAIN EVEN 
EXPIRED VIETNAMESE PASSPORTS FOR THEIR POSSIBLE UTILITY 

AS AN IDENTITY DOCUMENT IN AN APPLICATION FOR US CITIZEN- 
SHIP OR FOR PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIEN STATUS. 

4. DEPENDENTS OF US MILITARY PERSONNEL BEING ASSIGNED 
ABROAD WHO HAVE PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIEN STATUS MAY 
APPLY FOR REENTRY PERMITS AT THE NEAREST DISTRICT OFFICE 
OF THE U.S. IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE 
(INS). THESE DOCUMENTS MUST BE APPLIED FOR PRIOR TO 
DEPARTURE FROM THE US AND HAVE A MAXIMUM VALIDITY OF TWO 
YEARS. (THEY ARE INITIALLY VALID FOR ONE YEAR BUT MAY 

BE EXTENDED FOR A SECOND YEAR BY A US IMMIGRATION OFFICIAL 
OR CONSULAR OFFICER ABROAD.) THE REENTRY PERMIT, WHICH IS 
A BOOKLET SIMILAR IN APPEARANCE TO A PASSPORT AND CONTAINS 
SPACE FOR VISAS AND ENTRY AND EXIT STAMPS, IS ACCEPTABLE 
FOR TRAVEL TO MOST FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

5. VIETNAMESE NATIONALS WHO HAVE ENTERED THE US AS 
REFUGEES AND HAVE ONLY PAROLEE STATUS IN THE US MAY BE 
ISSUED TEMPORARY TRAVEL DOCUMENTS BY THE INS. WE CANNOT 
ASSURE, HOWEVER, THAT SUCH SUBSTITUTES WILL BE ACCEPTABLE 
TO ALL FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS. UNLESS ASSURANCES CAN BE 
OBTAINED THROUGH THE APPROPRIATE OFFICERS AT THE BASE 

OF ASSIGNMENT THAT THE HOST GOVERNMENT WOULD AGREE AND 
THAT NO DIFFICULTIES WOULD BE FORESEEN WE WOULD SUGGEST 
THAT VIETNAMESE DEPENDENTS IN PAROLEE STATUS NOT DEPART 
US. 

6. PERSONNEL WHOSE DEPENDENTS HAVE ENTERED AS REFUGEES 
AND HAVE ONLY PAROLEE STATUS IN THE US SHOULD ASSIST 
THOSE DEPENDENTS TO APPLY FOR ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS TO 
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PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIEN AT THE NEAREST DISTRICT OFFICE 
OF INS. SUCH ADJUSTMENTS CAN OCCUR ONLY IF THE DEPENDENT 
IS RESIDING IN THE US. INGERSOLL 
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